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Nestled near the bay, a contemporary home 

is a watershed moment in Cape Cod style. 

Written and photographed by  M I K E  C I O L I N O
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Multiple sloped roofs and a minimum of 

front-facing windows provide a modern yet 

conservative looking home that integrates well 

into the neighborhood. A welcoming orange-red 

door opens to a dramatic great room with 14-foot 

ceilings and breathtaking views of the bay.
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An open floor plan connects the kitchen, dining 

room and living room, while art and furnishings 

bring pops of color. 
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“Living directly on the water was a requirement,” 

says the homeowner. “We wanted to create an 

oasis where we could continue to work while also 

enjoying an active outdoor lifestyle. We fell in love 

with the property and knew we would need to 

do major revisions, but we didn’t expect an entire 

tear-down.” 

For a house built in 1962, they expected the typical 

wear and tear of a 50-year-old Cape Cod cottage; 

wood rot, rodents and maybe some mold. But 

they discovered severe structural deficiencies 

that forced them to rethink their simple renovation 

plans.

Being creative problem solvers in their professional 

careers (a marketing consultant and a facilities 

engineer), they transformed their problem to 

opportunity by hiring Boxford, Massachusetts, 

architect Becca Edson and Cape Cod builder 

Mark Bogosian of Longfellow Design Build in 

Falmouth. They envisioned a modern-style retreat, 

reminiscent of the mid-century modern homes 

they admired in the Boston suburb where they live 

and the Eichler-designed homes that dot California 

wine country where they honeymooned.

The angular details and asymmetrical profile of 

the job were a welcome challenge for the builder. 

“It was refreshing to have a client who wasn’t 

afraid to think outside of the box,” Bogosian 

says. “We consulted with our engineers multiple 

times throughout the project, which required a 

large steel beam that you typically only use for 

commercial buildings.”

The home does look strikingly different than every 

other house on the street, but it also looks like 

he owners of this new mid-century modern home knew that they would 

“retire” to the Cape one day. For both, their relationship with Cape Cod 

began as children and continued as a consistent thread throughout their 

lives. In 2014, they bought what was advertised as an adorable renovated 

cottage on the bay in the Greater Mashpee area.

it belongs. Sloped roofs and clapboard siding; 

blue-gray to the left and right and natural cedar in 

the center draw your attention to the orange-red 

(Sherwin Williams “Peppery”) door, signifying the 

importance of the entry. 

Inside, the effect is dramatic. As you walk through 

the front door, you are immediately taken by 

panoramic views of the bay. The open floor plan 

seamlessly blends the kitchen, dining and living 

room spaces with the guest and master suites at 

opposite ends of the home to maximize privacy. 

The kitchen is sleek and modern, with white 

flat-panel Longfellow custom cabinetry and 

Caesarstone quartz countertops. 

Large windows and expansive sliding glass 

doors are at the back where the roof’s slope is at 

its highest, allowing for maximum light to enter 

from multiple angles. A mahogany wraparound 

deck marries the indoor and outdoor spaces into 

a single, unifying experience—a hallmark of the 

modern home architectural style.

Contemporary furniture choices and vibrant 

paintings by a noted Boston artist placed 

throughout the home add cheerful pops of intense 

colors that dance and change throughout the day 

with the natural light streaming in from all angles.

“The mid-century modern style home best fit 

our lifestyle,” says the homeowner. “I can have 

a morning client conference call on the deck 

overlooking the bay and take a long mid-day bike 

ride while our guests kayak to the beach for a swim. 

At the day’s end, we gather on the outdoor patio 

with a glass of wine and admire the sunset. There 

isn’t anywhere in the world I’d rather be.”   
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THIS PAGE: The overhang above the deck was initially designed to be fully enclosed. Concerned about the roof’s stability 

in a hurricane, and the lack of natural light reaching the deck, Longfellow’s owner, Mark Bogosian, suggested geometric 

cut-outs that solve both issues, beautifully accentuating the home’s modern style. 
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The sleek kitchen features Longfellow custom 

cabinetry, honed black granite countertops, 

a Caesarstone island top and lighting fixtures 

chosen by the homeowner, an award-winning 

lightning designer. 

The guest suite, complete with 

a built-in coffee nook, provides 

visitors privacy and space of their 

own away from the common 

areas and master suite at the 

opposite end of the home.
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